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Freemaſons Tavern, Saturday, Dec. 22, 1792. 


T a General Meeting of the FRIENDS to the 
Azusz of the Fx RE DOM of the PRESss, con- 
vened this day by Public Advertiſement, 


ALEXANDER the COPPERSMITH in the 
| Chair. 


Unanimouſly Reſolved, 


1. That as the Liberty of the Preſs is a right 
inſeparable from the principles of a Free Govern- 
ment, and eſſential to the ſecurity of the Britiſh 
Conſtitution, ſo the Abuſe of that Liberty, carri · 
ed to a certain point, is the ſureſt method we can 
take. for overturning both. 

2. That as freedom of Diſcuſſion is allowable, 
Freedom of Calumniating may very eaſily be ſub- 
ſtituted for it; that as the principles of Civil 
Government may be examined, ſo the practices of 
it may be miſrepreſented; and that as the diſcuſ- 
ſion of Public Opinions is allowable, ſo the intro- 
duction of diſcontent into all Private Opinions is, 


for our purpoſes, highly deſirable. 
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3. That a Writer's own declaration of his in- 
tention, is the only criterion by which it ought to 
be judged; and that the moſt ſeditious Libel 
ſhould be deemed innocent, if the Author has 
but the hypocriſy to pretend that he means only 
to do good; as in the caſe of Thomas Paine. 

4. That ſhould ſuch a Writer be Fool enough 
to declare his evil intention, he may then become 
a proper object for proſecution. But that though 
any number of Perſons may aflociate to diſtribute 
ſuch Works, Government alone may interfere tq 
repreſs them, and it is perfectly illegal for any in- 
dividuals to endeavour to defend the violated 
laws. 

5. That therefore we have ſeen with uneaſineſs 
and aiarm, the formation of certain Societies, 
which, by taking off a part of the labour from 
the Executive Magiſtrate, and defending the Go- 
vernment againſt Sedition, have held our terrors 
to repreſs the abuſes we defire to favour ; parti- 
cularly by Subſcnptions to maintain proſecutions ; 
a proceeding which, though clear as to its le- 
gality, conſtitutional in its principle, and in its 
operation fayourable to the Public Security, is 
too deſtructive of the Abules of the Preſs for us 
to behold with patience. TTY 

6. That fuch Aſſociations have appeared to us 
the more exceptionable, becauſe they have them- 
ſelves produced and circulated Publications con- 
taining alluſions to Religion, which we ourſelves 
had long exploded ; and which, if admitted, 
would prove that the Revolution was not a regular 
and ordinary operation of. the 'Canſtitution, but 
an exception, and the title of the reigning Family 
to the throne of theſe Kingdoms not merely elec- 
tive, as we would have it thought. 4 | 
7. That a ſyſtem of jealous attachment to the 
Conſtitution, and the voluntary effuſions of a F = 
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end Loyal People in its favour, put too great a 
coercion upon the diſcontented, and too power- 
fully aſfiſt in preſerving the ſtability of the Eng- 
liſn Government. 

8. That anxious to diſturb the Public Peace 
under pretence of maintaining, Public Liberty, 
this Meeting, conſiders. it an indiſpenſihle duty to 
warn their Fellow Subjects againſt thoſe who 
would preſerve it. We are therefore determined 
to oppoſe, to the utmoſt of our power, every at- 
tempt to ſupport any part of the Conſtitution, and 
to bring into odium that, which appears to be its 
only formidable Enemy, the Abuſe of the Free- 
dom of the Preſs; and to uſe our endeavours 
to counteract the effect of meaſures which ſeem 
calculated to ſuppreſs that liberal ſpirit of miſre- 
preſentation, and manly impudence of ground- 
leſs aſſertion, which we hoped might have proved 
fatal to the Britiſh Conſtitution. 

9. That the thanks of this Meeting are par- 
ticularly due to a certain Advocate, for his So- 
pbiſtical Defence of the methods above-mention- 
ed, in the trial of Thomas Paine. A Defence 
in which he diſplayed qualities too generally at- 
tributed to the gentlemen of his profeſſion, in a 
degree of perfection which they never had been 
known before to attain; though that Defence 
was made under ſuch peculiar diſad vantages 
from a wretched Cauſe, and moſt juſtly odious 
Client, as required more power of forehead than 
it was reaſonable to expect in any man. 


By Order of the Meeting, 


(Signed) ALEXANDER the COPPERS 
Chairman. 


Reſolved, that the Thanks of this Meeting 
given to the Chairman, for his fair, hond 
and impartial conduct, mw 
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KReſolved, that this Meeting do leave the poi- 
ſon of its Reſolutions to work for a month, and 
then meet again to proceed according to the 
effects it may then perceive. 
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SECOND MEETING. 


ABvst or THE LIBERTY OF THE 
Press. 


COUNSELLOR EGO in the Chair. 
| Crown and Anchor Tavern, Jun. 19, 1793. 


| . COUNSELLOR EGO faid, that he did 
not care for calumny or miſrepreſentation,as 
ar as regarded himſelf (for he never thought about 
himſelf at all, as every one knew); yet, as far as 
regarded the public, it was material that the wick- 
edneſs and folly of their meeting ſhould not be 
made worſe than it was, by miſrepreſentation; he 
ſhould therefore read what he bad to ſay, from a 
paper which he had written—He then read as fol- 
ows: | * | 
* The impreſſions of Senſibility under which 
I riſe to deliver my ſentiments on this occa- 
fion, are no more than the natural feelings of a 
man who, unconſcious of the little merit he may 
have, is anxious to collect, from every quarter, 
ſuch teſtimonies of it as may preſerve him from 
too timid a deſpondency. The flattering commen- 
dations with Which, at our former Meeting, you 
honoured my poor endeavours in our common cauſe, 
and the applauſes with which you received my 
Speech, lead me to hope that I ſhall not, on the 
preſent awful occafion, meet with leſs — 
| I Wil 
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I will. confeſs to you, Gentlemen, that at the 
Trial which gave occaſion to theſe Meetings, the 
hoſtile countenances of the Bench, the Jury, and 
the whole ſurrounding Auditory, * had ' near- 
ly overpowered my baſhful mind. Accuſtomed 
to be heard, even on the wrong fide, © with the 
indulgence given to a child which liſps its prattle 
out of ſeaton,,” I could ill encounter the for- 
midable array of diſapproving countenanees, by 
which I found myſelf environed. My fpirits' 
ſunk within me. Methought I heard them aſk; 
at every period, what is this Man who dares to 
ſpeak againſt the Senſe, the Feelings, and the 
general Conviction of his country ?—who pre- 
tends to love the Conſtitution, 'yet argues that it 
ſhould be villified, and brought into contempt ? 
— The idea of theſe reproaches, unjuſt as I might 
think them, oppreſſed me. I ſpoke as borne 
down by a heavy weight; and, however you 
might admire, which I am truly happy to be told 
you did, the fire and energy of my Oration, it 
was nothing, I aſſure you, to that which would 
have blazed upon the Audience, had I felt my 
Cauſe to be popular, or could I even have caught 
a ſingle glance of approbation 'from'the Court. 
It was to avoid, as much as poſſible, this paitifut 
ſituation, that I had previouſly determined to take 
up the only popular topic I could, by any att, 
connect with the defence of Thomas Paing— 
The Freedom of the Pre- words ſo ſacred to a 
Britiſh Mind - ſounds in ſuch harmony with every 
Engliſh ear, that I hoped they might have borne 
me through the buſineſs with applauſe at leaſt, if 
not with triumph. I was ſeverely diſappointed, 
The ſtupid Jury ſeemed to be poſſeſſed invincibly 
with an idea that the Preſs might ſtill be Free 
though they ſhould not ſuffer the Cunſtitution in 4 
its parts, the Revolution, and our Monarchs pa 
3 A 4 and 
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and preſent, to be inſulted with impunity. To 
draw them from this notion it was, that I ſtu- 
diouſly multiplied quotations on the general to- 
pic, omitting, as much as poſſible, the particular 
Caſe before us, and eſpecially avoiding any men- 
tion of the Bill of Rights, being a Bill of Wrongs 
and Inſults, which I knew to be a tender ſubject. 
It was all in vain : and if I had not found in you, 
Gentlemen, the ſupport I there ſo fruitleſsly at- 
Pg tempted to obtain, my Speech might have conti- 
* nued unapplauded to the laſt ſyllable of re- 
corded time, to the utter ruin and deſtruction of 
my nerves. | | 
** Gentlemen, Dr. Jonxsox, whom I frequently 
quote, would have ſaid, perhaps, of our preſent 
efforts, as he ſaid of thoſe in favour of Liberty, 
in which the Poet Twomson took a part, that 
they fill the Nation with clamours for the Free- 
dom of. the Preſs, of which no man felt the want, 
and with care for that Freedom of the Preſs, -which 
never was in danger.” But Dr. Jonson, though 
2 Writer of great weight, and therefore highly 
-uſeful to a pleader who would prop his argu- 
ments by extraneous authority, is a Writer whoſe 
general ſentiments I am not at all inclined to 
adopt. Would to Heaven, however, that we 
could realize one part of the Sentence I have 
quoted! Would we could . fill the Nation with 
our clamours ! But, alas! Gentlemen—my mo- 
deſty perhaps ſuggeſts the idea too ſtrongly to 
me, — but I fear, indeed, the Nation diſregards 
us. I fear like Tnonsox; we ſnall call in vain 
upon the votaries of @ Free Preſs, to read its 
raiſes, or reward its encomiaſts. Its praiſes will 
condetnned to harbour ſpiders, and to gather 
duft.” I «confeſs I feel this apprehenſion. Our 
Meetings are burleſqued, our Reſolutions paro- 
Wed, our Names nick-named, our Speeches an- 
72 | ticipated ; 
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tieipated; and theſe attacks upon us I. ſpeak i 
with profound regret the Public applauds. 
bave yet ſeen no fruit of my endeavours, except 
the title of Counſellor Ego; and even the worthy 
Chairman will meet, perhaps, no better recom- 
penſe for his paſt and preſent labours, than the 
thanks of this Aſſembly, and the ever-adhering 
appellation of Alexander the Copperſmith. | 

* Theſe, Gentlemen, are melancholy topics 2: 
nor would I dwell upon them, but in hopes to 
raiſe your ardour in apart to the difficulties 
you have to contend with, and to ſtimulate you 
to ſuch noble, preſerving efforts, as may com- 
mand ſucceſs. The Liberty of the Prefs, remem- 
ber always, is a String, which, if with due per- 
leverance harped upon, may yet at length pro- 
duce the Muſic we deſire to hear. It is a Nerve 
of ſuch ftrong feeling in the Conſtitutions of the 
Engliſh, that the conſtant irritation of it may in 
time affect the brain. The Cauſe of PAIxR may 
be perhaps irrelevant to it : but 1n the everlaſting 
repetition of the general topic, the Cauſe may be 
forgotten; the tide of Favour may roll back, 
and buoy us up again ; and they who now con- 
demn us as ſeditious, may in the end regard us 
as true Patriots, | | . 

* The Proſecutions of thoſe Perſons who have 
been apprehended for ſelling ſeditious Pamphlets, 
will continually afford us opportunities for renew- 
ing our complaints; and if any one among them 
be. more contumacious than the reſt, and the law 
fall therefore heavier upon him, this will raiſe 
compaſſion; and the cry of Tyranny, Oppreſſion, 
Perſecution, will gain us profelytes by means of 
the very impudence of the offender. Any mo- 
ney that can be raiſed for the defence of ſuch des 
linquents, will be very wiſely beſtowed : and 1 
40055 not that the ſame ſpirit which ſubſetibed to 
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aintain the cauſe of Paine, will perſevere, in 
Pie of diſappointments, unfatigued, to aid all 
13 who may ſtand in wy ſimilarity of circum- 
tances. Remember, that if one inſtance can be 
found, by great good fortune, of a Proſecution 
incautioufly begun, or in any ſtep imprudently 
purſued, we ſhall gain a triumph, and that tri- 
umph will give colour to our cauſe, | 

Gentlemen, though I moſt pointedly condemn 
Aſſociations to diſcourage offences, I do as 
heartily applaud all thoſe which are or may be 
formed for the aſſiſtance of perſecuted delinquents. 
The reaſon of this apparent inconſiſtency I ſhall 
not give. Congenial as your ſpirits are to mine, 
you muſt all know and feel it. Nor will I haz - 
ard the delivery of it to the world, or expoſe it 
to thole comments and interpretations, which, 
though I ſhould not chooſe to admit, 1 might 
find it rather difficult to refute. Suffice it to ſay, 
that I know we all agree, and underſtand each 
other. | 
Gentlemen, I ſhall ſoon begin to be exhauſt- 
ed; for though I have been uſed to ſpeak for 
three, four, or five hours together, my perſon, 
as you fee, is delicate, and it muſt be a very un- 
friendly hearer who will not believe that my 
ſtrength is worn out rather than my arguments. 

have ſaid but little of myſelf ; but if in this 
moment of fatigue my powers will let me ſpeak 
any ſubject, it muſt be on this. Mr. Burke, Gentle- 
men, has cenſured me as an Egotiſt. Alas ! he lit- 
dle knows me ! He miſtakes me totally. Iam only, 
as I think I hinted once before, nervouſly diffident. 
Approbation is neceflary to me. l wiſh for 
every man's approbation. TI wiſh even for that 
of Mr. Burke; and if I cannot either praiſe or 
a eenſure 
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cenſure him into admiration of me, what good 
will my life do me? | 
* | have ſaid, Gentlemen, on a former occaſion, 
that the Parliament of this country is corrupt, 
1 will give you as Othello calls is, Damning 
proof,” —proof that will extinguiſh every doubt. 
The Houle of Commons liſtens with delight to 
Mr. Burke. Even when he cenſures me, it liſtens 
—even when he ridicules me. Is this credible? 
— is it tolerable?—This ſame Houſe, when I am 
on my legs, coughs, ſneezes, talks, diſperſes, 
goes to dinner. Gentlemen, let me put it home 
to all of you; am I a Speaker to be heard with; 
out attention? with diſguſt ?=Am I a dinner» 
bell ? the Houſe muſt be corrupt, or this could 
never happen. To my mind this is abſolute con- 
viction : and a Reform of Parliament would, I 
think, be cheaply purchaſed, at any hazard, 
could it bring together a ſet of Repreſentatives 
who would hear my Speeches with delight. In- 
attention deſtroys my powers. I cannot ſpeak, 
ſurrounded with wet blankets. | Xt 
4 will impart to you Gentlemen, under the 
Seal of Confidence, a fecret which I have never 
mentioned yet in any public Aſſembly. I was 
not originally educated for the Bar !. I ſee you 
ſtare with wonder; but it is true. I was firſt in 
the Navy— then in the Army —and, after this 
was called late to the Profeſſion of the Law; in 
which, arduous as it is, T have riſen, notwithſtand- 
ing every diſadvantage to that eminence in which 
you ſee me. I have been the delight of Juries, 
and of all the Auditors that are aſſembled uſually 
in Courts of Juſtice. Ought the Commons of Great 
Britain to be more refined than theſe? Where, 
then, is our Equality? If Members of Parlia- 
ment can make diſtinctions that common Audi- 
tors 
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ſors cannot make, that is not ſuch a Parliament 
as Britain ought to have. I repeat it, therefore, 
and T urge it ſtrongly to your hearts and to your 
conſciences, that, till a Parliament can be elected 
in which I can become a favoured Orator, there 
is no Freedom for this Country. . 
Gentlemen, I am, as I foreſaw I ſhould be, 
exhauſted. But I have dwelt ſufficiently on thoſe 
— which are neareſt to my heart. Having 

done, I ſhall conclude by recommending if 
to you, by all means to ſupport ſuch Freedom in 
the Preſs as may bring forward ſuch a Parlia- 
ment as I have now deſcribed ;—a Parliament 
whoſe clamours may filence, in their turn thoſe 
moſt tyrannic Speakers, Burke and Pitt; and put 
an end to that which they at preſent ſucceſsfully 
maintain a moſt unconſtitutional and intoler- 
ably oppreſſive Ariſtocracy of Eloquence, Intel- 
iQ, and Integrity.“ | 


Having concluded amidſt the plaudits and moſt 
unanimous approbation of his Auditors, 


Mr. Damn'd Barebones, after doing juſtice to the 
motives, to the zeal, and to the abilities of Mr. 
Councellor Ego, and having ſtated the propriety 
. of the Meeting's holding forth at once to the 

Public a pledge of the principles which influenced 
them, and upon which they meant to act, moved, 
*© That the paper then read be adopted as the 
5 DEcLAZaAT1oN of the FrienDs to the ABusE 
* of the FxezDom of the PRESs ;” which Mo- 
tion was immediately carried without a diſſenting 
voice; and in a ſhort time the Declaration recei- 
ved more Five Hundred moſt reſpectable Signa- 
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THIRD MEETING. 


Crown and Anchor Tavern, March g. 
Mr. DAMN'D BAREBONES, M. P. in the 
i Pl. ³˙³² 
Reſolved Unanimouſly, 
12 a voluntary Subſcription be ↄpened for 
the ſupport of the Abuſe of the Liberty of 
the Preſs. ONLY 5 
Reſolved Unanimoufly, 
| That the Stewards of the preſent Meeting and 
of the laſt, be requeſted to meet forthwith, to form 
a Committe, to receive and manage the ſame; and 
to chuſe a Treafurer and Secretary ; their choice, 
and the proceedings of ſuch Committe, to be ſub- 
mitted to the next General Meeting. 


Reſolved Unanimouſly, 

That 10,000 Copies of the Speech made by Mr. 
Counſellor Ego, and unanimouſly adopted at the 
laſt General Meeting, be circulated throughout 
the country. FL | 

Reſolved Unanimouſly, 

That Copies of the ſaid $yEEcH he depofited 
io different parts of the Metropolis, and ſuch other 
places throughout the Kingdom, as the Com- 
mittee ſhall judge proper,'in order to receive the 
Signatures of all Perſons who approve the princi- 
ples aſſerted therein. * 

Many inſtances of cruelty, injuſtice, and op- 
prſſion, practiſed againſt Individuals, under pre · 
rence of their having been concerned in the cir- 
culation of ſeditious papers, having been ſtated to 
the Meeting 9 

Reſolved Unanimouſly, 4 1 

That it be an inſtruction to the ſaid Committee 
to receive all authenticated information reſpecting 
. | inſtances 
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inſtances of this nature, and to give-public notice, 
that ſueh information may be addreſſed to their 
Secretary; but that no anonymous communica» 
tions will be attended to. 


Reſolved Unanimouſly, 

That the third General Meeting of the Friends 
to the Abuſe of the Freedom of the Preſs, be 
held on Saturday the 2oth April; and that Mr. 
Praiſe God Barebones be requeſted to take the 
Chair. The Meeting to commence at Three 
o'Clock, in order that all public buſineſs may be 
diſcuffed before dinner, as on the preſent occaſion. 


By order of the Meeting, 
Mr. DAMN'D BAREBONES, Chairman. 


— 
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Meeting of the Stewards. 


Crown and Anchor Tavern, March 13. 
Mr. DAMN'D BAREBONES in the Chair. 
Reſolved, 


HAT the following Gentlemen be a Com- 
A mittee for the purpoſes directed by the Ge- 


neral Meeting of the gth Inſtant. 
Praiſe God Barebones, I Damn'd Barebones, 
Col. Titus, 8 Lord Sign and Seal, 
Will. Prynne, Col. Firebrand, 
The Rev. J. Forlorn Hooke, Dr. Unity, 
Eſq. Citizen Barlow, 
Mr. Oliver Cromwell, | Citizen Froſt, 
Mr. Chauvelin, T. Beddows, 
Mr. Non-Tolerandus, Mr. Well-paid Hackney, 
Citizen Marat, ; Mr. Quaſh Mom, | 
jobs Lilbourne, Mr, I. Ridgeway, Carver and 
itizen Paine, Gelder, 
Citizen Kerſaintt, - (4 Mr. Jack Cade, 
Citizen Roberipierre, - Mr. John Ketch. 


Reſolved, 


. 


Reſolved, 
That Thomas Drawater, Eſq. of the Pump at 
Aldgate, be Treaſurer to this Society, 


Reſolved, 
That Old Nick, Eſq. and John Sheepface, Eſq. 
be Secretaries to this Society. 


Reſolved, 
That all Correſpondence be addreſſed to either 
of theſe Gentlemen at the Crown and Anchor 
Tavern. 


Reſolved, 

That Copies of the Srxzck be left for Sig- 
nature at ſuch Places, in Town and Country, as 
the Committee ſhall approve; and that hols 
Places ſhall be announced by Public Advertiſe- 
ment. 


Reſolved, 
That Subſcription Books ſhall be opened in a 
ſimilar manner. 


Reſolved, 

That the Proceedings of the Society be regu- 
larly communicated to all places where the Speech 
is left for Signature, or where Subſcription Books 
are opened. 


N. B. In receiving Signatures to the Speech, it 
1s requeſted that the Place of abode may be put 
oppoſite to the name, as has hitherto been done, 
and that the total number of names, and the amount 
of Subſcriptions received be tranſmitted to the 
Committee before the 18thof April next, in order 
that the ſame may be communicated to the Ge- 
neral Meeting, to be held on the enſuing Satur- 
day. Similar Communications to be made once 
in every Month, 


OLD NICK 
JOHN SHEEPFACE, ] S*CRSTARIES 


